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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 


1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




1^1 the international application in the language in which it was filed 




[ I a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 
international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)). 

2. ^] This opinion has been established taking into account the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified to this 

Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 436^.1 (a)) 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this opinion has been 
established on the basis of: 


a. type of material 




1 1 a sequence listing 




1 I table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




1 1 on paper 




1 I in electronic form 




c. time of filing/furnishing 




1 I contained in the international application as filed. 




I 1 filed together with the international application in electronic form. 




I | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 


4. In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed 
or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 6«.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 2-19 
Claims J 



_YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-19 



_YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 1-19 



Claims NONE 



_YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 



Claim 1 lacks novelty under PCT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by USPN 6,010,493 to Snoke. 
Claims 2-19 lack an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3) as being obvious over Snoke. 

With respect to independent claim 1, Snoke discloses a method for treating stenosis in a spine of a patient having a median plane, the 
spine including a spinal canal having a posterior surface, a dural sac and an epidural space between the posterior surface and dural sac, 
the location of the stenosis determining a region of interest in the spine (abstract), comprising the steps of: a) generating at least one 
view of a portion of the spinal canal in the region of interest (163); b) compressing the dural sac in the region of interest by injecting a 
fluid to form a safety zone and establish a working zone in the region of interest, the safety zone lying between the working zone and 
the dural sac (166); c) percutaneously accessing the epidural space in the region of interest on a first lateral side of the median plane; d) 
inserting a tissue removal tool into tissue in the working zone on the first lateral side of the median plane (165); e) using the tissue 
removal tool to percutaneously reduce the stenosis on the first lateral side of the median plane (171); and f) utilizing the at least one 
view to position the tissue removal tool during at least a part of step d) and at least part of step e) (figures 1 3 and 14). 

Dependent claims 2-19 do not contain any features which, in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 

Claims 1-19 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed can 
be made or used in industry. 
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